
THE VOICE REFERENDUM
Why I’m Voting “NO”



TODAY’S TOPIC

 Is there a problem? Yes.  Is the Voice the solution?



WHAT IS THE INDIGENOUS 

VOICE TO PARLIAMENT 

REFERENDUM?



THE ULURU STATEMENT OF THE HEART
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/

https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/


WHAT IS MAKARATTA?

Constitutional Recognition? Makaratta? Treaty?

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-10/makarrata-explainer-yolngu-word-more-than-

synonym-for-treaty/8790452

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-10/makarrata-explainer-yolngu-word-more-than-synonym-for-treaty/8790452
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-10/makarrata-explainer-yolngu-word-more-than-synonym-for-treaty/8790452


THE INDIGENOUS 

VOICE TO PARLIAMENT

There shall be a body, to be called the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice;

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Voice may make representations to the 
Parliament and the Executive Government 
of the Commonwealth on matters relating 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples;

The Parliament shall, subject to this 
Constitution, have power to make laws 
with respect to matters relating to the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice, 
including its composition, functions powers 
and procedures.

Proposed Wording of the 

Referendum



WHY ARE PEOPLE VOTING NO?

Sen. Jacinta Price 

(Liberal)

Sen. Lidia Thorpe 

(Ind. Ex Green)



“

”

“WHAT WE 
NEED IN 
CANBERRA IS 
EARS. NOT A 
VOICE”

Sen. Jacinta 

Nampijinpa Price

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/advanceaustraliaorgau/pages/2444/attachments/original/1680

148518/One_Together_Not_Two_Divided.pdf?1680148518

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/advanceaustraliaorgau/pages/2444/attachments/original/1680148518/One_Together_Not_Two_Divided.pdf?1680148518
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/advanceaustraliaorgau/pages/2444/attachments/original/1680148518/One_Together_Not_Two_Divided.pdf?1680148518


“

”

“AN “EASY WAY TO 
FAKE PROGRESS” FOR 
FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE 
WITHOUT MAKING 
ANY CHANGES.”

Sen. Lidia Thorpe

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/aug/16/lidia-thorpe-calls-for-referendum-

called-off-indigenous-voice-to-parliament-no-campaign

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/aug/16/lidia-thorpe-calls-for-referendum-called-off-indigenous-voice-to-parliament-no-campaign
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/aug/16/lidia-thorpe-calls-for-referendum-called-off-indigenous-voice-to-parliament-no-campaign


THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION

What is the most important question we need to ask 

ourselves?



“

”

HOW WILL THE VOICE TO 

PARLIAMENT IMPROVE THE LIVES 

OF THE ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 

STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE?
The key question and the reason why I will be voting “NO”.

THERE’S NO GUARANTEE IT WILL. IN FACT, HISTORY HAS 

SHOWN IT WILL FAIL.



WHY CHANGE 

THE 

CONSTITUTION?



CREATING TWO “CLASSES” OF CITIZENS

Ordinary Australians Indigenous Australians



“

”

THE PARLIAMENT SHALL, SUBJECT TO THIS 
CONSTITUTION, HAVE POWER TO MAKE LAWS FOR THE 
PEACE, ORDER, AND GOOD GOVERNMENT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH WITH RESPECT TO:--

(XXVI.)  THE PEOPLE OF ANY RACE FOR WHOM IT IS 
DEEMED NECESSARY TO MAKE SPECIAL LAWS:
INSTEAD OF THIS, WE SHOULD BE CAMPAIGNING TO 
ABOLISH THIS RACE LAW PROVISION IN THE 
CONSTITUTION.

The Constitution – Sec 51 XXVI –

Race-based Powers

http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/coaca430/s51.html

http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/coaca430/s51.html


“

”

WHAT COULD 

POSSIBLY GO 

WRONG?



“IT IS DIFFICULT TO GET A MAN TO UNDERSTAND 
SOMETHING, WHEN HIS SALARY DEPENDS ON HIS NOT 
UNDERSTANDING IT.” - UPTON SINCLAIR

Canberra Politicians' Voice Regional Community Voice





WHAT HAPPENS IF THERE IS A DISPUTE?

Unelected Judges Elected Representatives



IF YOU VOTE “NO”, YOU WILL 
BE CALLED A “RACIST”.

BUT IF YOU VOTE “YES”, YOU 
WILL BE ONE.

Consider this….



VS

Do what FEELS good Do ACTUAL good

ASK YOURSELF – DO YOU WANT TO…



NO

HOW TO VOTE?

 Write “YES” or “NO” in the box

 A tick (☑) is counted as a vote for 
“Yes”

 But a cross (☒) is counted as informal

YESNO



FOR MORE INFORMATION
https://www.fairaustralia.com.au/

https://www.fairaustralia.com.au/
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